


Every four years, the American Society of Civil 
Engineers releases a report card grading various 
segments of the United States' infrastructure. 

The ASCE considers aviation, bridges, and other 
transportation systems. 
Dams, levees and drinking water. 
Waste management, schools, and public parks. 

Each state is assessed independently, with 
specific areas of weakness documented in detail. 
They then release a national assessment. 

In 2017, 
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We all pay the price of failing infrastructure. 
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AND MORE 

We systematically defer maintenance on these 
systems, letting small breakdowns accrue into 
larger failures with disproportionately high costs. 

The ASCE has identified three "key solutions" to 
breaking this cycle: federal and state investment, 
the creation of a clear vision for the nation's 
infrastructure, and preparation for inevitably 
worsening disasters. 

But these solutions ignore the conditions that led 
us to this situation. 



As a society, we believe that 

INNIVHTIDN = PRDGRESS 

No bridge will be named after the politician who 
funded its maintenance. 

If we continue to allow the production of 
technology to be a proxy for social progress, 
investing in infrastructure will always be an 
uphill battle. 

Should we not place equal value on the work 
which keeps ordinary existence going, rather 
than introducing novel things? 

And now, for something that will be more 
relevant than you think, allow me to walk you 
out the back of the Olin College Campus Center, 
and show you through this door. 



, ,.,,.,,.,, 

: FIRE SPRINKLER ~ 
; PUMP ROOM ; 
# a # we swss@ 







This is the JU6H-UF30 Clarke Diesel Booster Internal 

a THE DIESEL BDDSTER 

If there is a fire at Olin College, the Diesel Booster 
will save lives. It will pump water through the 
campus sprinkler system, and 
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It will not stop due to low oil pressure. 

It will not stop due to overheating. 

It will destroy itself. It will sacrifice itself 
to ensure our safety. 
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The Diesel Booster serves under 500 
people, has never been needed, and yet 
we maintain it consistently just so that it 
can break itself. 

Infrastructure in the United States serves 
over 300 million people, is needed 
constantly, and yet is breaking down for 
lack of maintenance. 



This zine was produced by Nur Shlapobersky 
~ through the Infrastructural Systems course at 

Olin College of Engineering, in the spring of 
2018. 

Special thanks to Debbie Chachra, Hong Giap 
Tee, and Russell Zacharias. 

For more information on the American Society 
of Civil Engineers' Report Card, see 
www. infrastructurereportcard. orgl 

For more information on theories of 
maintenance and contemporary attitudes, see 
aeon. col essays/ innovation-is-overvalued 
maintenance-often-matters-more 



COMBUSTION ENGINE 
FOR ORIViNG 
IFUGAL FIRE PUMPS 

I 

IS ENGINE IS PROVIE>ED . 
RAN OPERAT"ING RANGE . 

11 tj n· BHP@ RPftv1 
' 

TO J f\ BHP@ _.....RPM 
«% 

ORSEPOWER RATINGS WITHIN 
HE SPECIFIED SPEED RANGE 
RE TO BE DETERMINED BV THE 

= NI RINTE 

E 
M 

- 




